
LTEMP Resource Goal 6. 
Recreational Experience 
“Maintain and improve the quality of recreational experiences for the 
users of the Colorado River Ecosystem. Recreation includes, but is not 
limited to, flatwater and whitewater boating, river corridor camping, and 
angling in Glen Canyon” (U.S. Department of the Interior [DOI], 2016). 
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Figure 6.1. Conceptual model of drivers influencing the recreational experience or economic value of whitewater rafting in Grand 
Canyon National Park. Economic value is determined by the annual number of whitewater rafters and the individual economic 
value of a trip that is influenced by attributes that depend on dam operations (e.g., sandbar area, daily flow fluctuation, and 
average daily flow) as well as attributes independent of dam operations. Dashed lines for the sandbar attribute indicate that its 
importance is not accounted for in the existing function used to estimate the economic value of recreational experience of 
whitewater rafting trips.  

 
 
Figure 6.2. Estimated 2024 monthly angler trips to Lees Ferry in Glen Canyon National Recreation Area. Given that flow 
characteristics and angler experience vary by month, identifying monthly trip patterns is used to analyze the economic value of 
angling at Lees Ferry. Provisional data, subject to change. 

 
Figure 6.3. Estimated 2024 monthly whitewater trips in Grand Canyon National Park compared to permitted whitewater trips. 
Provisional data, subject to change. 

 
Figure 6.4. Monthly economic value of recreational angling and whitewater trips in 2024. Provisional data, subject to change. 
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